State Governance and Civic Engagement Breakout Session Notes
Tuesday, May 18, 2010
1) Is there a central registry for volunteers?

· no central registry available

2) How can we find out about volunteer opportunities? 

· local newspapers 

· word of mouth 

· communities of faith

3) What can working individuals do as volunteers?

· go to nonprofits - tell them your skills sets 

· corporations sometimes pay employees to volunteer 

· engage younger generations to volunteer

4) What role can the state play to encourage volunteerism?

· strong infrastructure that supports volunteerism 

· support organizations in the process of change 

· support public-private partnerships (like Serve Minnesota) 

· support state funding for volunteer programs (i.e. DNR)

5) Are there organizations we can contact?

· Hands On Twin Cities - volunteer service organization 

· Community learning centers - teaching and lifelong learning opportunities; multi-generational & multi-cultural 

· AmeriCorps - job sharing a position

6)  Other ideas:

· use people who have experience to initiate opportunities and get volunteers mobilized 

· provide stipends for volunteer time

